ARE YOU PART OF A LOST GENERATION, TOO?

April is known as poetry month in the US and a lot of events are held in schools to celebrate this art. One of the favorite poems taught to American children is “Lost Generation”, by Jonathan Reed. Our students also read it and discovered a particular writing structure. Indeed, this poem is a “reverse poem”, which means, if you read from the top line to the bottom line, you might get quite hopeless given the desperate pessimistic tone of the author. But when you read from the bottom line to the top line, it reveals an opposite and optimistic meaning, actually proving faith in humankind. 

Here is the original poem, read by our students in the regular way. 
Audio Collective Lost Generation 1 
Here is the same poem, read in the reverse way
Audio Collective Lost Generation Reverse 
Here is the complete poem: 
video Lost Generation 

The structure of this poem is often used as a writing exercise. Here is for example, a poem about cancer (the author is anonymous). It uses the same structure: some sentences from Jonathan Reed’s poem appear.  Capucine, Cancer Poem 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our students also created their own reverse poem and developed different themes. Let’s discover what they have to say! For each poem, remember to reverse the reading! 
1/ Noé, My Young Age
Photo Poem Noé, My Young Age + Audio Noé 
2/ Lily-Rose, Life Hater
Photo Poem 
3/ Enora, Practice makes perfect? 
Photo Poem 
4/ Kémissa, An Evil Thing?
Photo Poem
5/ Victor, Unique 
Photo poem
6/ Chloé, Lonely Girl  - Photo x 3
7/ Capucine, Born to be Equal Photo poem 

Photos processus de mise en forme. 

Je te laisse choisir les meilleures photos si mes pré-sélections s’avéraient être peu reluisantes. Je voulais faire une mosaïque sur le processus de mise en forme mais je n’ai pas de logiciel photos. Ceux en ligne me donnent mal au crâne.
J’ai choisi cet ordre de lecture : on essaie d’accrocher un lecteur d’abord avec celui de Noé, on adoucit avec Lily Rose, Enora, on revient à du gloomy avec Kémissa, Victor et Cholé et on finit par une note humaniste. Si tu vois un meilleur agencement, n’hésite pas ! 


